The Three Brothers
traordinary conduct. His brothers had begun to weep during the
course of his recital; now they fell on their knees before their
brother and thanked him for the sacrifices that he had made on
their account. They refused, however, to accept Hsu Wu's offer,
insisting that the increased value of the family fortune was justly
his own since it was owing to his able management that the
estate had prospered. Hsu Wu, on his side, insisted that all was
his brothers' due, and thus the brothers pushed the register back
and forth until finally the neighbors intervened and the family
inheritance was divided under their supervision into three equal
shares among the brothers. Hsu Wu, however, was determined to
redeem his past action by some act of self-denial. He proposed,
therefore, to set aside half of his share of the estate for the relief
of the poor of the district. Not to be outdone, Yen and Pu did the
same, much to the universal admiration of the inhabitants of the
region.
The elders of the district then reported in detail these deeds of
brotherly love to the provincial authorities, who in turn presented
the case to the Emperor. An edict was issued to give formal recog-
nition of the meritorious conduct of the Hsu brothers by erecting
an arch at the head of the street where they lived. Henceforth it
became known as the Street of Brotherly Love. As for the brothers,
they all lived to a great age and enjoyed the never failing delights
of their simple lives.